
Why you should make a Will

There are a many reasons people put off making a Will - they think it’s too expensive; they
don’t have time to visit a Solicitor; they don’t think they have anything worth leaving or they
simply do not want to think about death.

It may be an uncomfortable thing for you to do, but our friendly, professional staff will guide
you through the process of making your Will.

By making a Will you are taking that important step to ensuring your loved ones are looked
after as you would want them to be and ensuring that you keep control of who benefits
from your estate after your death.

The benefits of making a Will are that you can:

 Make sure your loved ones receive all the money or property you wanted them to

 Reduce the amount of inheritance tax paid

 Appoint a guardian to oversee your child’s upbringing

 Make sure that dependants with disabilities or special needs are taken care of
appropriately

 Give special personal belongings to particular people

 Tell your loved ones about your funeral arrangements and whether you want to be
buried or cremated – this can be an incredibly difficult decision for your loved ones if
they do not know what your wishes are

 Make sure your children inherit from you even if your surviving spouse remarries

 Make sure that someone you are living with but not married to is able to stay in the
family home and be financially secure after your death.

What if I don’t have a Will?

If you die without leaving a Will, you are said to die ‘intestate’. This means that the law will
decide how your estate is distributed and you would have no say over what went where and
who was appointed to sort everything out. This could result in someone benefiting from
your estate that you did not wish to do so.



Depending on the value of your estate and other living relatives your spouse may not receive
the whole of your estate, which could leave them in financial difficulty.

If you live with someone as husband and wife, without a Will they would not benefit at all
from your estate and this could result in them having to leave the family home.

In certain circumstances they could then apply to the court to claim against the estate which
is costly and time consuming. Such action would be lodged against other family members
making it even more distressing at such a difficult time.

The Rules of Intestacy make no provision for the appointment of guardians for children
under the age of 18 years. This would lead to court applications for Residence Orders or
even social services involvement.

In addition, the costs of dealing with your estate without a Will are far greater, and can often
involve instructing a genealogist to trace relatives who would be entitled to your estate.
Where there are no living relatives, your estate would go the Crown.

Why use a Solicitor?

There are a number of ways that you could make a Will.  Some people choose to make one
via the internet, without even seeing anyone or having any advice.  You can buy Will
packages from stationers and complete it yourself.  There are lots of companies that offer
Will writing services.  All these options are offered at a range of prices.

If the Will is incorrectly drafted, or signed, the costs of putting this right, far outweigh the
cost of having the Will prepared by a Solicitor, and can ultimately lead to the Will being
invalid.

By instructing a Solicitor to prepare your Will, you will receive advice tailored to your needs,
including advice about inheritance tax, and most importantly, that the Will is correctly
signed in accordance with the Wills Act 1835.

Our specialist private client team will expertly guide you through the whole process,
ensuring your Will meets your needs and requirements, is correctly drafted and the correct
legalities for the singing of the Will are followed.  We will then store your Will free of charge
in our secure storage system.

I already have a Will; do I need to make another?

We live in an age of ever changing family dynamics, with changes in relationships, divorces,
re-marriages, and children from different relationships.  Grandchildren may have been born.
Changes to beneficiaries and Executors may have happened. You may have inherited money,
increasing your assets. There may have been changes in the law of which you are unaware.

Any changes in your personal or financial circumstances should lead you to consider
reviewing your Will, and in any it is advisable to review your Will every 2-5 years.  We would
be happy to assist you in a review of any current Will you may have.



Decided to make a Will?

It is never too early or too late to make a Will. For further advice on making a Will please
contact us on 01302 320621 to make an appointment and our friendly, professional staff will
guide you through the process.

Other fact sheets available:

 Putting your affairs in order
 Wills – your questions answered
 Wills – when divorcing or separating
 Wills – when purchasing property
 Lasting powers of attorney
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