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When I joined Atherton Godfrey as the ‘new boy’ over 40 years ago,  
never did I imagine the pace at which the firm would progress.
 
As you can imagine, I have seen many changes as Atherton Godfrey 
expanded over the years. However, one of the most exciting changes is 
the firm’s recent merger with Switalskis Solicitors, one of Yorkshire’s most 
respected law firms. 

I am proud to say that Atherton Godfrey has always had a strong reputation 
for providing high quality and client-focused legal services for individuals and 
businesses throughout the region. 

As we go forward, we will continue to trade under the same name but with 
the added benefit of the network and resources of the Switalskis group. 
We certainly look forward to building on this expansion for the benefit of our 
clients and those who work in our business.

I hope you enjoy reading this issue. 

Best wishes

Don Bird
Partner

Atherton Godfrey Solicitors // LEGAL VOICE

Hello
Welcome to the latest issue of Legal Voice



www.athertongodfrey.co.uk 03

Issue 20 // 2021

Merger expands range of specialist legal services 

More Legal Services for You

The merger between Atherton Godfrey and Switalskis 
Solicitors has created a combined group employing over 
380 staff across 12 offices in South, North and West 
Yorkshire.

Our valued clients can now look forward to having access 
to an increased range of specialist legal services, including 
family mediation, criminal law and inquests, all provided 
with the same high level of personal attention.   

There will still be all the same familiar faces at the firm, 
although some have also taken up additional roles. Three 

members of our management team, John McQuater head 
of litigation, Diane Parker head of personal injury and Sarah 
Naylor, head of commercial and property, have joined the 
Switalskis group as Directors. Don Bird, head of family law, 
has taken up a consultancy role within the group. 

Commenting on the merger, Switalskis’ Managing Director, 
John Durkan said: “Over the last 28 years Switalskis has 
grown, both organically and via a series of acquisitions, 
into a highly successful firm with a strong reputation and 
many practitioners recognised as leaders in their field, 
regionally and nationally. 

Atherton Godfrey is a well-respected firm throughout 
South Yorkshire, with a 42-year history and specialist staff 
covering many of the legal services required by individuals, 
families, organisations, and businesses. 

“We will work on maximising the synergies and benefits 
that will flow from bringing the two firms together, as well 
as identifying new opportunities that will see the combined 
group go from strength to strength. In short, we believe 
Switalskis and Atherton Godfrey can do great things 
together.”

Combining the firms puts Switalskis into the top 150 law 
firms in the country and makes it the third largest firm in 
Yorkshire with offices solely in the region. 

John Durkan, Don Bird and Sarah Naylor

Joining the Switalskis group has enabled us to offer additional legal 
services, all with the same high level of personal attention that our clients 
have enjoyed for over 40 years. Over the coming months we will feature 
more information on these, but briefly they are:

Child abuse
Claims against schools, local authorities, detention centres or the church, 
along with Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority CICA claims for child 
abuse compensation. 
 
Criminal law
Fraud and business crime, along with motoring offences, representation at 
police stations and in the courts (Crown and Magistrates).
 

Family mediation
Professional mediation services for 
families, including arrangements for 
children.

Inquests
Advice and representation at medical 
negligence inquests and also mental 
health inquests, including psychiatric 
suicide.
 
Mental health
Representation at mental health 
tribunals.
 
Professional & therapy 
abuse / adult abuse
Adults suffering abuse from counsellors, 
psychotherapists and other health care 
or social care professionals. It also 
covers care home or elder abuse. 

If you would like to discuss any of 
these services, please call us on 01302 
320621.
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WHAT CLIENTS SAY: “We have always been happy with the guidance and advice 
we have been given. You have always listened to my opinion. I found you through 
Facebook - I asked for recommendations and you came up tops” 

Family

Dealing with property 
and finances on divorce 
or dissolution 
When a relationship breaks down and couples decide 
to separate, some of the main concerns are around how 
they will manage financially and what happens to the 
family home.  

An experienced family lawyer will ensure that the needs 
of both parties are taken into account and make sure 
that assets are divided fairly. To be able to do this, it is 
important that the financial position of each party is fully 
disclosed at the outset, including finances, property and 
pensions. 

The first consideration will always be the welfare of any 
dependent children within the relationship. The following 
will then be taken into consideration:

•	 Income,	earning	capacity	and	any	other	financial	
resources

•	 Financial	needs,	obligations	and	responsibilities	

•	 Any	physical	or	mental	disabilities

•	 The	standard	of	living	enjoyed	by	the	family	before	the	
relationship ended

Other considerations will be the contributions each party 
has made during the marriage or civil partnership, the 
ages of both parties and the length of the relationship. 

Many people find it helpful to discuss arrangements for 
children and financial matters in mediation. This will allow 
both parties to meet jointly with an impartial mediator to 
discuss the issues and, hopefully, to find solutions which 
work for all concerned.  

Thinking of separating?
Separating can be an extremely anxious time, but you can 
be sure that our expert team of family lawyers understand 
your concerns. They will give you all the advice and 
support you need to help you achieve the best outcome. 

Domestic violence 
support
Our specialist team is available to help you escape 
domestic violence and can quickly make emergency 
applications for orders to protect you and your children. 
Don’t suffer in silence – help is available whatever your 
circumstances - legal aid may be available. 

Call our friendly professionals on 01302 320621 for 
confidential advice and support. 

Atherton Godfrey Solicitors // LEGAL VOICE
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WHAT CLIENTS SAY: “Christopher Noble has a tremendous eye for detail and leaves no 
stone unturned”

Wrong information led to 
patient’s death  
Every day we all make decisions based on information 
we are given. Most of the time it won’t make a drastic 
difference if that information is out of date or wrong. But 
what if you are given the wrong medical information?
We recently settled a case for a client who was left 
devastated when her partner died during surgery, after 
being given incorrect information. 

Case history
Mr M had suffered from recurring pericarditis for some time 
and had already had corrective surgery.  When he began 
having problems again, Mr M went to see a cardiothoracic 
surgeon who discussed a surgical procedure that could 
improve his condition. He was advised that the operation 
was risky and carried a 2% chance of not surviving. Mr 
M thought on balance that was a risk worth taking and 
agreed to the operation. 

Unfortunately, the information he had based his decision 
on was wrong and the actual chance of dying during the 
operation was more  like 10%. Had Mr M been given that 
statistic he would not have had surgery. Sadly, he passed 
away during the operation at Royal Papworth Hospital. 

Medical Negligence
Claiming compensation
Mr M’s partner contacted Atherton Godfrey about making 
a claim on behalf of her late partner. They had been 
living together for over 20 years but were not married. 
Fortunately, Mr M had made a will and named his partner 
as one of the executors, which made things easier. 

Unfortunately, the client wasn’t able to claim bereavement 
damages as they were unmarried, but she was able to 
make a claim for dependency and recover the funeral 
expenses. 

If you have been affected by medical negligence and 
would like to speak to someone about your options, please 
call and have a chat with our friendly team – they will be 
happy to help. 

Sincere thanks to the client for kindly 
giving consent for details to be published. 

Medical negligence 
or clinical negligence, 
what’s the difference? 
None. Both terms refer to the same, that is negligence in 
any setting where you receive treatment or advice from any 
health professional, including a doctor, surgeon, midwife, 
nurse, GP, dentist or optician.

Issue 20 // 2021
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Clare Middleton, one of 
our associate solicitors, 
has gained recognition 
and accredited status as 
a senior litigator by the 
Association of Personal 
Injury Lawyers (APIL). 

Clare has worked in 
our clinical negligence 
department for over 10 
years and in that time has 
gained experience of a 
wide range of medical 
negligence cases, 
helping many claimants 
gain the compensation 
they deserve after 
suffering negligent 
medical treatment. 

Clare commented: ‘I am really pleased to receive 
accreditation from APIL as a senior litigator. 

“It’s satisfying to be able to help people who so often have 
felt let down and are just looking to put their lives back 
together.” 

Medical negligence solicitor accredited  

The accreditation is awarded 
to lawyers who have been able 
to demonstrate that they have 
met a range of standards of 
competence in conducting 
personal injury litigation for 
claimants, throughout the whole 
process of a claim. 

Expertise on hand
We are proud to say that our 
medical negligence department 
also benefits from an APIL 
accredited senior fellow (one 
of only 9 in the UK), 3 further 
accredited senior litigators and 5 
accredited litigators. In addition, 
3 members of the team also hold 
specialist clinical negligence 
accreditation by the Law Society. 

If you would like to speak to our experts about problems 
with your medical treatment, then please call on 01302 
320621 or email info@athertongodfrey.co.uk 

Unfortunately, many employers are 
already realising that they simply will not 
be able to return to their previous way of 
working. That could be due to reduced 
hours, issues with premises or staff 
numbers. 

If you find you have to restructure your 
business in anyway, our employment law 
specialists are able to advise you and 
help make sure that you operate within 
relevant laws. 

Areas where we can offer advice and 
support include:  

•	 Restructures	and	redundances
•	 Settlement	agreements
•	 Business	transfers	(TUPE)
•	 Employee	contracts	and	handbooks
•	 Policies	and	procedures
•	 Employment	tribunals

Whether it’s ad-hoc support or a fully tailored service you 
need, call 01302 320621 and speak to us today.

Business survival after 
lockdown  
Although the government roadmap hopes to have the 
country casting off lockdown restrictions by the end of 
June, the furlough scheme has been extended beyond that, 
until the end of September. The government hopes that this 
extension will help businesses through the “challenging 
months ahead.”  

Employment
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Executors reclaiming Inheritance Tax 

Wills & Probate

Did you know that as an executor, you are able to claim a 
refund if you make losses when you sell inherited assets?
Under a little-known rule, executors can claim inheritance 
tax refunds where they make a loss on the sale of inherited 
assets, including shares, gilts, trusts and property. This can 
be useful in uncertain times when the value of shares can 
decrease significantly between the date of a person’s death 
and the date the shares are sold.   

Refunds from the sale of trusts 
can be claimed for up to 12 
months following a person’s 
death. This is extended to a 
maximum of 4 years for the 
sale of property. 

HM Revenue and Customs 
reported that there were 
almost 1,000 more claims 
during 2019-20 compared to 
the previous year. 

Katy Burgin, specialist 
wills and probate solicitor 
commented: “People are 
becoming more aware that 
they can reclaim overpaid 
inheritance tax. 

We anticipate this will rise even further in the coming year 
as more and more families take advantage of the tax 
reliefs.”

What are the rules around IHT?
IHT is payable on the value of an individual’s total estate 
when they die. Under normal circumstances, the tax 
payment is due within six months of the death and the 
estate cannot be formally handed over to the heirs until the 

tax has been paid. 

For estates greater than 
£325,000 tax is charged at 
40 per cent. Estates below 
that threshold are tax-free. 
Where a couple inherit, they 
may be able to combine 
their allowances and take 
advantage of an additional 
allowance for their property. 

If you need professional 
advice on any aspect of 
IHT, wills, probate or estate 
administration contact our 
friendly professionals today. 
Call 01302 320621 or email 
info@athertongodfrey.co.uk 

WHAT CLIENTS SAY: “Efficient, friendly value for money. I have already recommended 
Katy to my daughter”

Katy Burgin
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Conveyancing Quality Scheme: 
reassurance for property buyers

Property

At Atherton Godfrey we have been helping people buy 
and sell property for many years and we are  proud to be 
accredited by the Conveyancing Quality Scheme (CQS).

The CQS scheme is operated by the Law Society and is 
designed to give home-buyers and sellers a recognisable 
benchmark to look for when choosing a firm to carry out their 
conveyancing. 

Sarah Naylor, partner and head of commercial and property, 
commented: “Buying a home is likely to be the most 
expensive purchase anyone makes in their lifetime. 

“There are so many different conveyancing service providers 
around that it can be difficult for homebuyers to know which 
of them can give the safe and efficient service they need. 
Being able to look for a CQS accredited firm takes the guess 
work out of that choice.

“We understand the stress that can be involved, after all 
buying property is a huge investment, and we recognise 
the value of making the process as transparent as 
possible. We commit to keep clients up to date throughout 
and are open and honest about costs and timeframes.”

Buying or selling property?
If you are considering buying or selling property and want 
the reassurance of knowing that you are dealing with fully 
insured and highly trained conveyancers, please call us for 
a tailored quote. 

We encourage you to gather several quotes for 
comparison, but please make sure they are like for like 
quotes. Often, prices are given but omit several charges 
that are then added at the end. We guarantee our quotes 
have no hidden extras!

For more details or your fully tailored quote, please call 
01302 320621 or email info@athertongodfrey.co.uk 

WHAT CLIENTS SAY: “We could not recommend Atherton and Godfrey enough, through 
the entire process of buying our first home they have been fantastic! Rachel Wilkins has 
been so efficient, quick to respond to anything, nothing was too much trouble. For first 
time buyers she made the process a dream!”
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Conveyancing Quality Scheme: 
reassurance for property buyers

Property developers  
We have a team of expert commercial property lawyers who 
can help on a wide range of projects. 

Our clients include national builders constructing thousands 
of properties each year to local builders with single property 
developments. 

We specialise in new builds, conversions and 
redevelopments and work on projects in greenfield locations 
and in regeneration and brownfield sites throughout the 
country. 

These are just some of the services we offer: 

•	 Purchase	and	sale	of	land	and	buildings	for	property	
development

•	 Support	with	planning	applications,	agreements	and	
appeals 

•	 Preparing	licences	for	building	site	access	and	building	
alterations (including party wall agreements)

•	 Infrastructure,	utilities	and	wayleave	agreements	and	
easements

•	 Investigations	of	title	including	rights	of	way	and	
restrictive covenants

•	 Mortgage,	re-mortgage	and	financing

•	 Security	and	guarantees	for	lenders

•	 Sales	of	new	build	properties	(plot	sales)

•	 Administration	of	government	backed	funding		(Homes	
and Communities Agency (HCA) schemes)

Whether you are constructing one house or have a more 
substantial development in mind, we offer a reliable service 
in a cost effective and timely manner – call us on 01302 
320621 and see how we can help your investment work for 
you. 



Find us -
Atherton Godfrey 
8 Hall Gate 
Doncaster
DN1 3LU

Telephone: 01302 320 621
Email: info@athertongodfrey.co.uk

      @athertongodfrey 
      facebook.com/AthertonGodfrey

Atherton Godfrey LLP is a Limited Liability Partnership registered in 
England and Wales, registration number OC415904. Registered office 
8 Hall Gate, Doncaster, DN1 3LU. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority (SRA No 638765).

‘Partner’ is used to refer to a member of the LLP, or an employee or 
consultant who is a lawyer with equivalent standing and qualifications.

A list of the members of the LLP is displayed at the above address, together 
with a list of those non-members who are designated as partners.


